THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

In September, Albany returned to Scotland with a French
force, and advanced to meet Surrey. In spite of the fact that
national feeling had rallied the Scots to his banner, Albany, after
an initial skirmish, turned tail and fled. What the Scots lords
regarded as his cowardice and incapacity finally wrecked his
chances, though they themselves were largely responsible for his
enforced flight, having refused to support the French troops in
their assault on Wark. In 1524, he left Scotland for ever, driven
out largely by Henry's determination, which is well shown in
the following extract. Though written by Wolsey it is un-
doubtedly a direct communication of the King's will. It was
written in answer to letters from Surrey, which, ' being the
King's Highness here at my poor house, I have showed and
declared unto His Grace: who, after good and perfect debating
thereof, by the deliberate advice of his Council, hath willed
me to advertise you his mind and pleasure ... in manner
following'.

First, it is considered and remembered by His Highness .
and his Council, that in all writings and intimations made
unto the Scots in this time of the wars, it hath been plainly
declared and showed unto them, for a final and resolute
answer, that the King's Grace, who maketh war unto that
country not for any displeasure of the young King, but
to compel those which favour the Duke and the French
faction, suspect unto the life of the said young King, to
abandon the same, would never grant unto them any truce
or peace,  unless the said Duke  were first expelled and
removed from the governance of the said young King's
person and realm.   Which thing, by your answer now lately
made unto the Queen of Scots' former letters, was again
largely confirmed; by means whereof, as it is thought, the
said Duke, who, having up his said army, supposed with a
visage to have had his truce at his pleasure, was clearly dis-
appointed of his purpose; and, contrary to his hope, thinking,
the truce once attained, to have returned with glory, was
g[        ] to recule aid fly with shame.   Wherefore, if the
King's Highness should now, contrary to the former plain